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I g n a c i o  M .  G a r c í a  i s  t h e  L e m u e l  H a r d i s o n
R e d d  J r . P r o f e s s o r  o f  W e s t e r n  &  L a t i n o
H i s t o r y  a t  B r i g h a m  Y o u n g  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d
t h e  a u t h o r  o f  s e v e n  b o o k s  o n  M e x i c a n
A m e r i c a n / C h i c a n o  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a n d
p o l i t i c s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s t u d y  o f  s p o r t s  i n  t h e
L a t i n o  c o m m u n i t y .  T w o  o f  h i s  b o o k s :  V i v a
K e n n e d y :  M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  i n  S e a r c h  o f
C a m e l o t  a n d  W h e n  M e x i c a n s  C o u l d  P l a y
B a l l :  B a s k e t b a l l ,  R a c e ,  a n d  i d e n t i t y  i n
S a n  A n t o n i o ,  1 9 2 8 - 1 9 4 5  w o n  b e s t  b o o k
a w a r d s .  T h e  l a t t e r  h a s  b e e n  o p t i o n e d  f o r
a  f e a t u r e  f i l m .
H i s  m o s t  r e c e n t  b o o k ,  a  m e m o i r ,  i s
C h i c a n o  W h i l e  M o r m o n ,  A c t i v i s m ,  W a r  a n d
K e e p i n g  t h e  F a i t h  w h i c h  c h r o n i c l e s  h i s
l i f e  a s  a  y o u n g  M o r m o n  C h i c a n o  r i g h t s
a c t i v i s t .  P r o f e s s o r  G a r c i a  w a s  r a i s e d  i n
S a n  A n t o n i o ,  T e x a s ,  s e r v e d  i n  V i e t n a m  a s
a  c o m b a t  m e d i c ,  a n d  t h e n  e n t e r e d  T e x a s
A & I  U n i v e r s i t y  w h e r e  h e  r e c e i v e d  h i s
b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  j o u r n a l i s m  a n d
t h e a t e r .  H e  w o r k e d  a s    a  j o u r n a l i s t  f o r  1 0
y e a r s  a n d  c o v e r e d  t h e
L e b a n e s e  c i v i l  w a r  a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l
A m e r i c a n  w a r s .  H e  a l s o  w r o t e  o n  M e x i c a n
A m e r i c a n  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e  C h i c a n o
m o v e m e n t .  
H e  t h e n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
A r i z o n a  w h e r e  h e  r e c e i v e d  h i s  P h . D .  i n
h i s t o r y .  H e  h a s  t a u g h t  a t  B r i g h a m  Y o u n g
U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  2 2  y e a r s .  H e  h a s  t w i c e
s e r v e d  a s  a  b i s h o p  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  J e s u s
C h r i s t  o f  L a t t e r - d a y  S a i n t s .
P r o f e s s o r  G a r c í a  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  o n
a  b i o g r a p h y  o f  E d u a r d o  B a l d e r a s ,  t h e
f i r s t  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  t r a n s l a t o r  f o r  t h e
C h u r c h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o f  L a t t e r - d a y
S a i n t s  a n d  a l s o  i t s  f i r s t  L a t i n o  p a t r i a r c h .

 

DR .  IGNACIO  M .  GARCIA  

2019  MINK  AWARD

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19,  2019
5:30-7:00 PM

SHERATON SLC HOTEL:
CANYON'S LOBBY

Join us to honor our Mink Awardee, scholarship,

and grant recipients. Please RSVP for the event.

The recipients have been selected

for their incredible commitment to oral history

scholarship. Learn more about

past awardees here:

southwestoralhistory.org/awards.html


